N

88

Cherry Hill Food Cap

CHERRY & HILL

foon Co-or

Readiness Repol

Exploring the prospect of a cayptivelyowned,
communitycontrolled grocery store in South Baltimor:

April 2019
by Eric Jackson

gk Viel




Black Yield Institutds a PapAfrican power institution based i
Baltimore, Maryland, serving as a think tank and collective a
netwak that addresses food apartheid. Since our beginnin
November 2015, we have worked collaboratively with blaplepsead

entities, alongvith other institutions, in pursuit of Black land and fo
sovereignty. We are to build independent power by éstiatg an
action network and serving as an incubator for ideas and project:
are unapologetically a Blaleld insttution, utilizing Afreentric, Pan

African, and human rights frameworks to anchor our thought
works toward liberation through food.

Learn more about Black Yield Institute on our webs
www.blackyieldinstitute.org
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In July 2017, | officially began meeting Cherry Hill leaders
and residents tadiscuss the possibility of a project to
secure a grocery store. After yearf studying
cooperatives and the utility of collective and cooperative
economic models to address real needs in Black groups and
communities throughout the African Diaspora, | stae

that | was going to assert that we try to address the issue
of food apatheid in Cherrill through means considered
and maed past mere food security toward a model that

address the povertgentered ownership and control of

resources.

This projecthasrepresented a major turning point in my
faith that cooperatives are Wik means of addressing

issues of food insecurity and health dispagijtievhile
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daring to shift social imagination by engaging in the huge
task of leading, with so many wonderfebple, an effort
to build community wealth in a poor, mostly Black area in

South Baltimore.

An ode of honor and respect is owwedhe people, groups,
and organizations that hagentributed tothe struggle for
liberation generally and through fgodpon whose
shoulders | stand hank you, Ancestors, for your resilience
and resitance. Thank you for those to come!

Special love and honor tdama Juanita Browiwell
matriarch of the Cherry Hill Urban Community Garden, my
grandmotherEdith Briscoea motherwarrior who raised
her children and grandchildren in Cherry Hill Homes onl
to transition into the realm of the ancestors prematurely
due to complications from pg 2 diabetes; and my father
Eric Junior Jackson, Srwho met my mother in South
Baltimore, married and lived in Cherry Hill, worked hard
and sacrificed his health afifé in this inequitable food
system in 2013l give thanks for their work in life and in

2 ®™j  tybur doljettive6vdstthat allows Black Yield

Institute to live strong.

Shout outs

While | have authored this document, | am not a lone wolf

in this work. So many hourbrainand heart work, ad

Blad Yield Institutd 2019
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